
 
 

To inspire a love of reading in children at an early age and to encourage parents to take an active role 

in their child’s learning, Vorda preschool has a lending library in the Tigger room.  The lending library 

serves as a place where children are invited to borrow books to share with you at home. 

Enjoying books and reading stories from an early age is crucial in the development of children.  It 

helps with their ability to understand words, use their imagination and develop their speech, as well 

as something they really enjoy. 

How does it work? 

o When starting in the Tigger room each child is given a lending book booklet.  
o A member of staff will spend one-to-one time with each child, helping them to decide which book 

they would like to take home.    

o Every time a child borrows a book, the date and title is recorded.   

o When returning the book please hand to a member of staff at the beginning of the session, this 

enables staff to plan time during the session in helping a child choose another book which 

interests them. 

o Please use the library as often as you wish. 

o Please ask a member of staff if you would like more details on how the library runs. 

Children’s development is rapid during the first five years.  That’s why they are called the foundation 

years – the building blocks for life!  Below is a guide, set out in the early years’ foundation, to explain 

the various stages children are monitored and milestones they might reach in terms of literacy. 

22-36 months 

By the age of three, children should be able to fill in the missing gaps in stories and songs that they 

have heard repetitively.  They have their favourite books and songs and they can help to tell the tale.  

By pausing during a story they know well you give them the opportunity to fill in the gaps and add 

more words to their vocabulary. 

 

30-50 months 

By four, children should be able to recognise the story being read to them, they can help with telling 

the story and can anticipate the end of the story.  They should be able to join in with rhymes and be 

able to recognise words that start with the same sound such as ‘big boat’.  They should also be able to 

recognise words that mean something to them, such as their own name or mummy, favourite shops and 

places. 

 

They can sit for longer and can hold a book correctly and turn pages by themselves. 

 

40-60 months 

By the age of five, a child is expected to be able to remember and speak words that rhyme like cat 

and hat and sat.  Their imaginations and vocabulary mean they are able to tell their own made up 

stories and can make up their own songs.  Story time doesn’t mean you just read to them – it’s far 

more interactive. 
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They can also demonstrate a real understanding of what has been read or said to them. 

 
  

Daily reading with your child is critical in their development in many ways, as experience shows that 

children benefit hugely by expose to books from an early age.  There is no better way to increase 

vocabulary, teach literacy fundamentals, and expose your child to images and words to which they 

otherwise not be exposed. 

Enjoying and sharing books leads to children seeing them as a source of pleasure and interest and 

motivates them to value reading.   

Below are suggestions to make read-aloud stories the best learning experience possible every time 

you read together. 

o Read the Title, Author’s Name, and Illustrator’s Name – It’s important for children to become 

familiar with what these three things mean.  Explain what author and illustrator mean.  It’s also 

great for them to understand that every book is written and illustrated by real people. 

o Ask your child to make predictions – Read the title and look at the cover, and ask your child to 

tell you what they think might happen in the book.  Most children will be quite uncomfortable with 

this in the beginning since they don’t know the answer, and they want to please you by saying the 

correct answer.  Encourage them by saying that there is no wrong answer, but rather you just 

want them to make a guess.  Ask them again in the middle of the book to make a prediction about 

how the story will end, and you could even make your own prediction and sometimes model that it’s 

OK to make an incorrect prediction. 

o Ask your child what is happening in the pictures – Illustrations are visual context clues that 

can help children build their vocabulary…and their emotional literacy.  Look at the characters and 

the setting and make predictions about what might happen.  When a emotionally charged event 

occurs, pause to look at the characters’ facial expression.  Ask, “How do you think she’s feeling 

right now?”  By occasionally pausing, stopping to notice something about a picture, to explain a 

word, to ask a question, to make room for your child to ask a question – you can support your 

child’s comprehension.  Prompts like these also show them that you are engaged in the story too: 

o What do you think is going to happen next? 

o Wow.  Why did he do that? 

o Oh my.  I wonder what she’s going to do now! 

o Ask questions – Ask a question every few pages to check your child’s understanding without 

breaking the flow of the story.  You can ask basic recall questions, like “What did Mum get at the 

store?” as well as reasoning questions like “How do you think Mum will get to the store?” and you 

could throw in expansion questions like “What would you buy at the store for dinner?”  The goal is 

to engage your child in the story, but beware if you stop too often you will turn your child off 

reading with you altogether because it will become a frustrating situation to them. 

o Reread the same books again…and again…(and again) – Children enjoy reading the same book 

over and over again.  It helps them to make permanent in their mind the words and concepts that 

their brain is understanding.  Regardless of repetition, it is helping your child learn when you 

happily read and re-read books. 
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